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Filming in paradise can be quite pleasurable as there are systems in place that will 
facilitate an efficient production. 

Step 1. Find a local Fixer [Producer or Production Manager or Coordinator] 

This person will help you navigate the local landscape and people. They will 
also be your point of contact with Government agencies and Local 
establishments to make your production flow smoothly. They will also 
recommend additional crew that will be required for your project, including a 
customs broker. 

A well-chosen local fixer will have access to people and places that you won’t. 
Their rates will vary with their experience and access.  

Step 2. Film Permit 

You must have one to film anything in Jamaica. This is your ticket to opening 
doors in the country. It allows you liaise with various government ministries 
such as: customs, the police, parish and town councils, etc. 

The permit costs US$300. (plus $40 wire fee) The application is available from 
your local fixer. You may wire the payment to the Film Office or have your 
local fixer pay the fee at the office. 

Along with your application for the permit you must also provide the following: 

• A Synopsis (Treatment) for the production 

• A company profile 

• Proof of insurance (of your team and your gear) 

• An equipment list to facilitate Step 3. 

Step 3. Waiver of Bond 

Unfortunately, Jamaica is not one of the Carnet countries. If bringing 
equipment with you, it is imperative that you get a Waiver of Bond. As duties 
are levied on most items brought into the country, you have to prove to 
Jamaica Customs that you are only temporarily importing your equipment (or 
anything special needed for filming). 
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The Jamaica Film Commission submits this Waiver of Bond to Jamaica Customs 
and your Customs Broker, along with your film permit. 

a) Customs Broker: Retain a customs broker through your local fixer. The 
minimum rate for a broker is US$500 for 1 trip of importing and exporting 
for a small to medium sized production. Jamaica Customs levies an 
administrative charge of US$200 for personnel and processing. It is also 
prudent to note that if your equipment needs to be cleared outside of 
normal business hours (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm), you may be required to 
pay an additional US$100 fee for processing. Therefore, your minimum fee 
to your broker will be US$700 with a possible US$100 or US$200 added 
depending on your time of arrival and departure. Please note this a base 
rate for small to medium projects only. 

b) Equipment List: You must complete an equipment list with serial numbers for 
each item and retail costs for same. There is a template for this that your 
local fixer should send you. The government bodies will only accept your 
equipment list on this template.  

This list must be submitted, along with the rest of documents for your film 
permit, through your fixer to the Film Office no later than 2 weeks prior to 
your arrival in the country. They will then provide you with a government 
stamped Waiver of Bond. This Waiver of Bond allows customs to waive any 
applicable duties for items to be imported temporarily in the commission of 
creating film or television content.  

Any changes to the list must be resubmitted through your fixer, who will 
attempt to procure either a revised or an additional Waiver of Bond and 
update your Customs Broker. This can prove tricky and I only advise this be 
done in emergencies. You do not want to arrive at customs only to have 
them holding the previous waiver and not having items on your current 
manifest.  

If you land with items not on the Waiver of Bond received, customs will 
detain them, and you will be required to pay the applicable duties.  Please 
note this can range upwards of 100% of the Jamaica Customs determined 
cost of the item. 
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Step 4. Permits while filming in Jamaica 

It is prudent to have your fixer provide the Jamaica Film Commission with a 
proposed or preliminary schedule. They will alert the local town/parish 
councils as well as the local police to your presence in their areas. This will 
allow easier flow through the areas. It would be prudent for your local fixer to 
have copies of these emails or letters with you at all times. As well as a copy of 
your Film Permit. 

DRONES 

You will be required to get a permit from the Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority 
for any droning to be done across the island. Your fixer can submit an 
application letter with the following to the authorities for approval: 

• The drone model 

• Your detailed schedule with times 

• The License for the Drone Op (from your home country) 

• The insurance for the Drone Op (from your home country) 

• Production Insurance that covers the drone and op 
This letter can take upwards of a week to procure as the authorities must 
check flight paths etc. Please note that if filming takes place near a regular 
flight path of the Jamaica Defense Force the process for permission will take 
longer as it must be approved by them. Your local fixer should have an idea 
of potential problem areas or be able to secure that information.  
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WHAT TO EXPECT 

People: Locals have become very aware of cameras and filming. They often don’t like 
if you point a camera at them without requesting permission. Your local fixer or 
production assistant should be able to help you out with this. Your film license allows 
you freedom to film places around the island but doesn’t release the people. So, you 
should walk with release forms or blanket crowd releases for filming at restaurants or 
larger staged events. 

Towns and Public Spaces: Though your film license allows you to film public spaces, 
some public areas are “controlled” by individuals. Your fixer can best assess 
situations and guide you accordingly. 

Depending on the size of your production, some town councils may also have to levy 
a fee for filming. This would deal with the additional administration, security and clean 
up associated with your project. These fees can be determined through your local 
fixer and the Film Commission. 

If filming on streets you will need permission from the town and/or parish council and 
you will need to alert the police.  

If your production is larger, we recommend hiring a Locations Manager to sort 
through the permits and persons for you. Your fixer can recommend the best suited 
for the project. Locations Manager rates start at US$300 per day. 

Private Locations: Fees for private locations must be negotiated with the individuals. 
Often your fixer can negotiate on your behalf. Discuss the locations with them to 
ensure you are getting the best rates for your production. Make sure you to have 
your release signed by the owner or manager of the location.  

Transportation: It is recommended that you have your fixer secure your production 
drivers. As you know, driving for production takes more than just knowing how to 
drive. Your fixer will have a list of capable drivers for all sizes of vehicles. Cost of 
vehicles with drivers can range from US$250 for a 9seater bus to US$350 for a 
20seater bus. There aren’t typically “cargo vans” or “15 passenger vehicles” on the 
island. Your fixer can send you images of the vehicles they are suggesting. As the 
vehicle size increases, so does the cost. This cost does NOT include fuel.  

Be aware however, these are NOT Driver/PAs. That doesn’t really exist for larger 
vehicles in Jamaica. Should you require this, you should discuss it with your fixer. 
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The author of this guide, Tanya E. Taylor, has been a writer, producer, director of 
Jamaican content since 2002. She has also worked on countless international 
movies, TV series and commercials that have been filmed on location around 
Jamaica. She has also been the Jamaican Production Manager, Coordinator and 
Fixer on large and small productions. This guide was complied with best practices of 
international productions in mind. Based in New York and Kingston since 2015, 
Tanya continues to work in Jamaica as a Producer, Director and local Fixer. when 
called upon. 

Discuss your locations with your fixer and get their best assessment for the type of 
vehicles needed for the production. Some locations will require 4-wheel drive or 
special vehicles. These costs vary.  

Hotels: Most local hotels in major cities or towns have air conditioning, WiFi and 
110V plugs in all rooms. One should budget at minimum US$170 per night per 
person. in the off season (May through the beginning of December). Please don’t 
forget over 90% of our experienced local production crew resides in and around 
Kingston. Therefore, filming outside of Kingston will also require rooms for all local 
crew hired. 

Per Diems: Local crew should be paid per diem for overnights out of Kingston. This 
can be negotiated through your local fixer. 

Security: Your security requirements can best be assessed by your local fixer and will 
depend on the locations your schedule takes you. You can access local private 
security or receive assistance from the local police for a fee. 

Work Permits: Work Permits are not required for your production personnel entering 
the country if the project is less than 30 days. They will be admitted as Business 
Visitors. 

 

The key to an efficient production in Jamaica is sourcing the best Fixer/Production 
Coordinator/Production Manager/Producer for the project. The Film Commission has 
a list on their website and call also recommend active ones if you contact them. 


